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“ H e opened f or us a new
way , a living way . . .”
H ebrew s 10:20

This past month, our local Wal-Mart began the tedious process of
remodeling. During this time I was tested in this area of longsuffering as
everything was being shifted to new locations, the new registers had
kinks to work out, piles of items were stacked in the aisles, etc. I found
my shopping experience was not very enjoyable. The easiest solution
would be to avoid the store until the remodeling was finished; however,
in a small town there aren’t a lot of options so I must still do at least
some of my shopping there.
With all that being said, what is ‘longsuffering’? A dictionary
definition states that it is being calm and even tempered even in the face
of suffering and adversity. A word picture that helps to illustrate this
point is a creditor who refrains from enforcing a debt although it is due.
The Hebrew word carries with it the idea of “long breathing” or the
opposite of anger which would be “short breathing”. How do you
respond when you find yourself in a situation or a relationship that is
causing you pain or distress? How’s your “breathing”? My experience
at the store, although frustrating at times, is a temporary situation.
Longsuffering carries the idea of bearing with others for a long time.
(Ephesians 4:2; James 5:10)
Another translation for this word is patience. There are two things that
I believe patience is not. First of all, it is not tolerance. When we
tolerate something we sit back and basically ignore the obvious. Several
times in Ephesians chapter four we are instructed to lovingly tell each
other the truth. Confrontation can be painful, but if we fail to work it
through we are warned of the consequences as well - bitterness, anger
and wrath (v.31). Secondly, patience is not procrastination nor is it
inactive. Patience means I must endure the training it takes to be a
runner even when it hurts or I don’t feel like it. Hebrews 12:1
admonishes us to “run with patience.” A long distance runner has to
pace himself in order to finish the race. He knows his course, establishes his pace and controls his breathing. He must avoid the temptation
to give it everything he has for the first few meters or he will have no
energy left to cross the finish line.
In closing, I’d like to remind you “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work,
That ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”
James 1:2-4
Karen Renfro

Prayer Requests
*

Jim’s recovery from knee replacement
surgery (5/10)

* Direction and success as we apply
for grants this summer and fall.
* Wisdom for expansion and continuing development of the ministry
* The Holy Spirit to draw those who
need to come
* A bargain price for paint

Guest Schedule
MAY
13-14 = Family
19-22 = Family
27-29 = Family
JUNE
7-8 =Ladies Retreat
11 =Youth Day Retreat
17 = Women’s Group Retreat
25 = Service Group (Painting)
If you would prefer to receive our newsletter via email,
please let us know by emailing your request to us at
buffaloridge@hiswayministries.org.
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